
 

 



 

 

MORSELS & TIDBITS FROM OUR PASTOR 

Holy Week 
We are here! We’ve come through our Lenten journey and have reached 
the Passiontide. This is a very sacred liturgy and week – HOLY WEEK, 
filled with many graces and this Palm Sunday marks the beginning of it. 
For Christians, this is the holiest week of the liturgical year because the 
events associated with the final week of Jesus’ earthly life form the basis 
of our Christian identity and faith. In the suffering, death, and resurrection 
of Christ, we find the mystery of our salvation made manifest to the world. 
Let us participate faithfully in those grand liturgies.  
 
Palm Sunday/Notes on the Scripture 
Today, as we proclaim the great story of Jesus’ suffering and death, we 
cannot help but feel stunned and maybe even overwhelmed when we un-
derstand that he underwent these torments for you and for me. Jesus was 
not just a victim of circumstances. He was not in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. Rather he accepted the torturous death on the cross out of 
love for us, to take on himself the punishment we all deserved for our 
sins.  
 
Like any great story, the story of Jesus’ suffering and death is filled with 
characters with whom we can both sympathize and identify. The Gospels 
leave us wondering what happened to the characters we have read 
about. Did his encounter with Jesus change Simon of Cyrene? Did he 
eventually become a follower of Jesus and the apostles? How about Ve-
ronica? Did she walk through Jerusalem showing everyone the veil with 
the image of Jesus’ face on it? Did others come to believe because of her 
compassionate act?  
 
We can never know the answer. However, we can and should ask our-
selves the same questions. What are we doing with the freedom we have 
through Jesus’ death? Are we making use of the power unleashed by his 
passion to stop sinning? Are we imitating Christ’s love for us by loving our 
neighbor as well? Has our encounter with Jesus through this proclama-
tion of his passion and death changed us?  
 
These are questions to reflect upon as we join the story of our lives to the 
Greatest Story Ever Told. These are the questions to ask ourselves as we 
enter into this Holy Week. 
 
Reconciliation  
Traditionally, one of those liturgies of Holy Week is our Reconciliation 
Service. I invite you this Monday, March 25

th
 at 7:30pm to join us to cele-

brate God’s love and forgiveness. This is a great way to enter into this 
Holy Week. 
 
Pew Project Update 
It has been a while since I shared with you any updates. We are working 
with the new vendor and our pews are being made. They will be ready 
mid March, however after consulting with our staff, we decided that the 
installation will take place right after Easter (first part of April). There are a 
lot of moving pieces and we don't want to interrupt the season of Lent, 
Holy Week or Easter. Thank you for your patience and understanding.  

Rev. Artur Sowa, Pastor 

March 24, 2024 
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Liturgical Ministers for Next Weekend (Please visit the Ministry Scheduler for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer) 

March 30 - March 31 

LITURGICAL COMMISSION 

This Week at St. Francis 
 

Monday, March 25th 

Communal Reconciliation, 7:30PM  
 
Tuesday, March 26th 

No RE Classes 
 
Wednesday, March 27th 
OA Mtg., 9:30AM (GR) 
Tenebrae, 7:30PM (Church) 
 
Thursday, March 28th 
No Morning Mass 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:00PM 
Adoration until midnight 
 
Friday, March 29th 
No Morning Mass – Offices Closed 
Stations of the Cross 3:00PM 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, 7:00PM 
AA Mtg., 7:00PM (NR) 
 
Saturday, March 30th 

Blessing of the Easter Baskets 11:00AM, 11:30AM, 
12:00PM 
Easter Vigil, 8:00PM 

We are grateful for the generosity of our parishioners. At 

the beginning of the pandemic, we made the decision to 

stop passing the collection basket and instead placing a 

basket at both entrances. We have decided to continue 

that practice. 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of February, 2024 

 
Electronic Givings              $37,058.65  

Envelopes & Loose              $51,120.20 

 

Total for February 2024       $88,178.85 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient and con-

sistent. Simply scan the qrcode or 

complete the yellow sheet in your 

monthly envelope packet or call 

the parish office.  

We thank you for your continued support. 



 

 

 
 As Eucharistic People, Are You Ready for a Local Real Presence Road Trip? 

Following the National Eucharistic Revival commissioning at the parish level, as One 
Body in Christ, and led by the Holy Spirt to center on The Eucharist, the Vicariate V, 
Deanery Parishes: Our Lady of the Woods, St. Damian, St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis 
of Assisi, St. George, St. Julie Billiart, St. Michael and St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr 
Parishes, collaborated to bring our faith communities together to worship and adore the 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, of Christ that will culminate with a Eucharistic Celebra-
tion.  

On Sunday, April 14, 2024, as the loaves and the fish multiplied, do the same in your 
vehicle with family, friends, and neighbors, of all generations as we embark on our  
inaugural Eucharistic Revival Car Caravan Pilgrimage. Our pilgrimage will take us to 
our local holy sites and parishes. In addition, we will enjoy an afternoon of spiritual enrich-

ment focusing on the True Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. 

Pilgrimage Route with Approximate Timings (Feel free to join us or drop off at any point in the Car Caravan Pilgrim-
age):  

St. Michael Parish Church Doors (14327 Highland Ave., Orland Park, IL. 60462), will open at 3:15 PM, for 4:00 
PM, Start Time of Eucharistic Worship and Adoration, 

Depart in a car caravan procession from St. Michael at 4:30 PM to St. Francis of Assisi (15050 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL. 
60467), Arrive at St. Francis of Assisi at 4:45 PM, 

Depart in a car caravan procession from St. Francis of Assisi at 5:25 PM to Our Lady of the Woods (10731 West 131st. 
Street, Orland Park, IL. 60462), Arrive at Our Lady of the Woods at 5:40 PM for 6:00 PM, Mass. 

*Upon arrival at each parish, we will exit our vehicles and go into the Church to adore the Real Presence of Christ. 

 

Clergy: priests, and deacons, from the grouping parishes and the Knights of Columbus Honor Guard will partici-
pate in the Mass. 

A fellowship gathering with light refreshments will take place following the Our Lady of the Woods Mass. Water 
and Soda will be provided. 

Donations of snacks and desserts are greatly appreciated. Please consider gluten free. Please drop them off at Our 
Lady of the Woods Parish Office on Friday, April 12

th
 or Sunday, April 14

th
 between 8:00am -Noon. Please 

label it Car Caravan Pilgrimage. Or you can bring it with you on the Car Caravan Pilgrimage and drop it off before 
Mass in the Our Lady of the Woods narthex.  

 

To register for the Sunday, April 14, 2024, Car Caravan Pilgrimage, scan the QR code and complete the form or ob-
tain a paper copy from your parish office to complete and return. All registrations are due by Wednesday, April 10, 
2024. If you have questions, please email John Sobol from St. Elizebeth Seton at jsobol@steseton.com. 

 
In addition to our local parish support, we have authorization from the Archdiocese of Chicago Legal Department and In-
surance Company, as well as the Orland Park and Cook County local law enforcement agencies. Orland Park and Cook 
County Law Enforcement Agencies will provide police escorts and assistance with safety as we process through Orland 
Park. All vehicle drivers participating are expected to have a valid driver’s license and current auto insurance. 

 
We are very excited to offer this one-of-a-kind opportunity to share our faith and celebrate the True Presence of Jesus in 
the Eucharist.   

 

“Let’s show up for Jesus”!! 

See you at the Grouping Parish Car Caravan Pilgrimage on April 14
th

 

mailto:jsobol@steseton.com


 

 

Communal Reconciliation 

Saturday. March 23rd – 9:00AM 

Monday, March 25th – 7:30PM 

 

Palm Sunday  

Vigil: Saturday, March 23rd – 5:00PM † 

Sunday, March 24th – 8:00AM, 10:00AM & 12:00PM 

Tenebrae 

Wednesday, March 27th – 7:30PM † 

Triduum 

Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:00PM† 

Good Friday,  

Stations of the Cross – 3:00PM † 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion – 7:00PM † 

Holy Saturday,  

Blessing of the Baskets – 11:00AM, 11:30AM & 12:00PM 

(St. Francis Center Chapel) 

Easter Vigil – 8:00PM † 

Easter Sunday, March 31st, Mass times:  

8:00AM †, 10:00AM and 12:00PM (Church), 

10:00AM and 12:00PM (Upton Hall) 

 

†Liturgies that will be livestreamed 

In Need of Altar Servers 



 

 

We joyfully welcomed the following child into our  
Christian Community on March 17, 2024 

 

John Steve Madison 

Son of John & Kimberly (Wallace) Madison 

 

Allison Elizabeth Shaul 

Daughter of Jeremy Shaul & Elizabeth Roth 

SUNDAY, APRIL 7th at 9:30 AM 
ST. FRANCIS ROOM - LOWER LEVEL          

SPECIAL GATHERING FOR PARENTS &  

PRESCHOOL AGE  CHILDREN – SPECIAL AGE 

APPROPRIATE MASS 

Please join us for the Rosary for Life  

the first Saturday of each month. 

This coming month we will meet at 

10:00 AM on Saturday, April 6th. 

We will pray at the Eucharistic 

Chapel at the base of the bell tower.  

Hope to see you then! 

Please join us on our Holy Thursday Pilgrimage as we visit the 
following churches:  
 

St. Bernard (Homer Glen) 
St. Francis Xavier (LaGrange) 
St. John of the Cross (Western Springs) 
Our Lady of Peace (Darien) 

Sign up through the parish office 708.460.0042 



 

 

HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION EDUCATION & FORMATION COMMISSION 

 

St. Peregrine is the patron saint for persons 

suffering from illnesses of all types in particu-

lar cancer. Saint Peregrine was healed of a 

cancerous ulcer on his leg which was consid-

ered beyond saving. 

The fame of this event in 1325 spread rapidly 

around the western Church. Christians, and 

especially the sick, began to invoke his name 

and seek his intercession for the relief of 

their suffering and even for a cure from sick-

ness. The canonization of St. Peregrine in 1726 increased people’s 

devotion to him which spread to the universal Church.  

On Monday, April 15 at 7:00 pm in the church, St. Francis of 

Assisi will begin offering a novena to St. Peregrine for those 

suffering from cancer and/or other illnesses. We will meet for 

9 Mondays skipping Memorial Day on May 27th. 



 

 

EDUCATION & FORMATION COMMISSION 



 

 

Charlotte Ambuehl 

Jerry Baldwin 

Leslie Bartosz 

Frances Bonaguro 

Adan Corral 

Patricia DiGangi 

Edmund Dizon 

Kevin Drown 

Judy Hannigan 

Autumn Hoffmeyer 

Carol Janes 

Joseph & Eleanor Katauskas 

Jackson Klein 

Irene Komara 

Debbie Lipien 

Laurel & Julianne McGrenera 

Joelle McMaster 

John Moritti 

Isabel Nocera 

Gwen Norvilas 

Richard Olson 

Donna Parzynski 

Jose Ramirez 

Anthony Sabbia 

Karen Singer 

Dorothy Stoterau 

Michaelle Wisniewski  

SICK RELATIVES & FRIENDS 

Names of sick relatives and friends normally appear in the bulle-

tin for six weeks. After six weeks, the names are written into our 

parish book of prayers for continued remembrance. At the re-

quest of the family, Names will appear in the bulletin for a longer 

period. 

  

 

 
Kevin File 

 
Grace McGuire 

 
Mary Jane Oleszkiewicz 

 
Geraldine Remijas 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Please keep those listed below in your daily prayers 

Saturday, March 23rd 

5:00PM Joan Eckel rq. by John Eckel, Bill & Fran Cozzie rq. by Dor-

othy Cozzie, Virginia Zbos rq. by debi & Karen Ross, Chuck Springer 

rq. by Pat Speaker, Stephen Oleszkiewicz rq. by Jim & Cathy 

Arzbaecher 

 
Sunday, March 24th  

8:00AM The People of St. Francis 

 
10:00AM Kevin Kane rq. by SFA Children’s Choir, Gail Saternus rq. 

by Family, Cay Limburg rq. by Ramona Branchaw, Jan Czajczyk rq. 

by Family, Feleksa Nowak rq. by Family 

 
12:00PM Mary Budz rq. by The Pytel Family, Anthony Catalano Sr. 

& Charles Vins rq. by Carlene Catalano & sons, Albert Neary rq. by 

Eileen Neary, Tom Ansonia rq. by Cindy Bennecke, Arlene Henis rq. 

by Elaine Kucharski 

 
Monday, March 25th 

8:30AM Nancy Heebner rq. by Family, Richard Sarge rq. by Family, 

Joseph & Elizabeth Minch rq. by Mick & Barb Basila, Adam & 

Adolfina Stanek rq. by George & Eva Lopuszynksi 

 
Tuesday, March 26th 

8:30AM Barb Young rq. by Sue King, Carl Faxel rq by The Faxel 

Family, Anthony & Florence Kosiala rq. by The Wrubel  Family, Tom 

Churchhill, Lucy & Hieu Phan (healing) rq. by family 

 
Wednesday, March 27th 

8:30AM Dr. Stephen Wiet rq. by Troy & Beth Pudik & family, Russell 

March rq. by Joe March, Robert Toppi rq. by The Toppi Family, 

Gene Winters rq. by Rita Winters 

 

Thursday, March 28th Holy Thursday 

No Morning Mass 

7:00PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

 

Friday, March 29th  

No Morning Mass 

7:00PM Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

 

Saturday, March 30th Easter Vigil 

8:00PM The People of St. Francis 

 
Sunday, March 31st Easter Sunday 

8:00AM (Church) John, Mary B. & Mary T. Foley rq. by Family, Mi-

chael Weber rq. by Maria Weber, Rudy & Bernice Chromlsky rq. by 

Carol Colby, Linda Huckabee rq. by Peg Sheehan, Mary Ellen 

Concannon rq. by Jerry & Kay Saletta 

 

10:00AM (Church) Ernie & Barbara Horvath rq. by The Horvath/

VanKampen Family, Barbara Boscarino rq. by Family, Nancy 

Heebner rq. by Family, Amanda Stanton rq. by Family, William & 

Antoinette Rafferty rq. by Family, Mary Ann Hughes rq. by Family 

 
10:00AM (Upton Hall) James Glynn rq. by John & Joan Polaski 

 
12:00PM (Church) Maria Perovich rq. by Sylvia & Jim Hilger, Anna 

Sroka rq. by Mary Ann & Nancy, Matthew Cwyl rq. by Family, Ray 

Komara & John Komara rq. by Irene Komara 

 
12:00PM (Upton Hall) John McDonnell Sr. rq. by Family 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 

Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 
 

 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday - 5:00 PM; Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE:  Monday-Friday at 8:30 AM 

The Parish offices are located in the lower level of the church. En-
trance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building.  
Hours 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday. Evenings and 
weekends are by appointment. The Chapel is located at the north-
east corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone: 460-0042,  Fax: 460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant: Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...) 
Receptionists: Ann Carroll (acarroll@...), Teri Sankey (tsankey…) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Liturgy Coordinator: Gina Vitucci (gvitucci@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Tony Candelaria 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY   
Phone: 708-460-9831 
Director: Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org) 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Phone: 708-460-0042 
Youth Minister Coordinator: Claire Resuta (sfyg@sfaorland.org) 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
15010 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL  60467 
Phone: 708-460-0155; FAX: 708-460-5086 
Dir: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator: Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 (mkrzyminski@...) 
 
The Religious Ed Offices are located in the St. Francis Center, up the 
hill, west of the church. Religious Ed office hours are Monday thru 
Thursday, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. The Religious Ed offices are closed on 
Fridays. 
 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN (CJB) SCHOOL 
9250 W.167th St., Orland Hills, IL 60487 
Phone: 708-403-6525 
Principal: Jeanne Pagliaro  
Web page: www.cjbschool.org 
 
Our elementary Catholic Regional school is located 
on the campus of St. Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th & 94th Ave.  

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor 
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

REV. JAY SUERO, Associate Pastor 
(jsuero@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

REV. RICH YOUNG, OSA, Weekend Presider 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mkiley@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON TIM McCORMICK, Permanent Deacon 
(tmccormick@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON BRIAN WHITEFORD, Permanent Deacon 
(bwhiteford@sfaorland.org) 

REGISTRATION  Become a registered member of the parish by completing a registration form which is found in Church. 
 

BECOME A CATHOLIC - R.C.I.A.  The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please contact the 
parish office at 708-460-0042 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Baptisms can be arranged by appointment. A baptismal conference will be set up with the parents. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and Lent. Individual confessions are 
heard on Saturdays at 9:00 - 9:30 AM to allow time for sanitizing the church before Funerals and Weddings. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Weddings need to be scheduled at least 4-6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Couples are remind-
ed to secure the church date before the reception hall. Please check our website for more details. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  Those of advanced age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed. 
A priest is available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is at home or in the hospital. Please call 708-460-0042. Anointing will also be 
offered on Mondays after Morning Mass. 

http://www.sfaorland.org/
https://cjbschool.org/

